
HOKOWHITU SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
       Friday the 13th of September 2024 
 

  Important Upcoming Events 2024 

  Please also look out for kete newsletters - these include specific dates/events for that kete. 

 
Ways to Contact The Office When Your Child Will Be Late Or Sick 

Email - office@hokowhitu.school.nz 
Phone (You can also leave a voicemail) - 06 357 9667 

App - See how to download the App below 
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/ 

School cell phone (you can ring or text this number) - 027 357 9021 
 

Please contact us as soon as you know your child will be late or is not coming to school as it 
can take a long time to contact everybody that doesn’t contact us. We do this to ensure your 

child is safe and not a missing child. Please do not contact the teacher directly, they don’t 
always see emails when they are teaching. Thank you. 

NEW ITEM 
20 September 

 

- 11.00  Senior choir group to perform at Olive Tree village this 
morning 
Thanks to Mrs Lovegrove for her leadership with the choir. 

26 September - 6.30pm Whole School Major Production at the Regent Theatre 
Tickets are on sale NOW. 

27 September - (OPTIONAL) 10am start this morning (after a big night last night) - 
Please make sure you let the office know if this is your preferred start 
time. 
- 3pm School closes for term break 

14 October - 8.50am School opens for Term 4 

NEW ITEM 
14 - 25 October 

- Orders open for 2025 calendar art, diaries, cards. Great Christmas gifts!! 

15 and 16 October - School photographs taken over these 2 days 

28 October - SCHOOL CLOSED - PUBLIC HOLIDAY, Labour Day 

29 October - SCHOOL CLOSED - Teacher Only Day 

31 Oct - 1 Nov - Year 4 sleepover and EOTC trip to Ngā Manu 

mailto:office@hokowhitu.school.nz
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/


Important Information for Parents & Guardians 
Please download our school App if you haven't already, all IMPORTANT/URGENT notifications will come 

through this channel. Follow the directions as stated below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YUMMY STICKER COLLECTION 
 
Collect the Yummy cut-out labels from bags (each cut-out label is worth 10 stickers) 
and individual Yummy apple stickers for our school’s share of the $200,000 free Sport 
sports gear prize pool. Yummy apples are available from New World, PAK’nSAVE and 
participating Four Square stores. We get bonus stickers for Ambrosia, Sweet Tango 
and Lemonade apples. The more you collect, the more sports gear we get so get 
going and start collecting your Yummy cut-out labels and stickers now! 
 
Sticker sheets are available from our school office or from your child's kete. 
We will be collecting stickers until the 22nd of October 
 
Thank you for your support! 



UPDATE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Kia ora koutou 
Ngā mihi kia koutou 
 

Next week New Zealand/Aotearoa celebrates Māori Language Week 

Māori Language Week has been celebrated in Aotearoa since 1975. This special week is an opportunity for the 
concentrated celebration and promotion of te reo Māori, helping to secure its future as a living, dynamic, and 
rich language.  

In the mid-20th century, there were concerns that the Māori language was dying out. The future of te reo Māori 
was the subject of a Waitangi Tribunal claim in 1985. The tribunal’s recommendations led to far-reaching 
legislative and policy changes. Māori became an official language of New Zealand in 1987. Te Taura Whiri i te 
Reo Māori was established in the same year to promote te reo.  

Te Wiki o te Reo Māori is part of a broad Māori language revival programme and raises public awareness for 
Māori language learning and public usage. Mahuru Māori is an initiative begun in 2017 to promote the use of te 
reo Māori throughout September.  

Kaiako (teachers) will be giving extra celebration and promotion of te re Māori over the week. 
 
This is an example of us working towards our second strategic goal 
Increasing ākonga and kaiako knowledge of and engagement with te ao Māori 
 
TEACHER TRAINEES 
TKA is currently hosting Samadhee De Silva as she completes her final practicum placement. 
Next week TKT welcomes Zoe Hunter-Pride - she is also embarking on her final practicum placement. We will 
enjoy you both sharing your skills and passions with our ākonga, while honing your own professional skills. 
Thanks to Mrs G/M and Whaea Liz who are mentoring these kaiako. 
 
SPEECH (Y5/6) AND POETRY (Y4) COMPETITIONS 
Congratulations to all our finalists in last week’s competition. 

Special congratulations to the following winners. 
 

YEAR 1st 2nd 3rd 

4 Joel T Georgia I Isabella S 

5 William C Amos S Orla O 

6 Daniel S Hannah P Alex G 

 

https://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz/
https://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz/
https://www.mahurumaori.com/


NORTHERN CLUSTER SPEECH COMPETITION 
Our kura was represented at this event last night by 
Daniel S - who placed first in the Hokowhitu School 
Year 6 competition. 

Daniel presented his speech along with 8 other Y 6 
ākonga from other schools in our cluster. Daniel 
performed with enthusiasm, passion and humour. 
He whetu koe Daniel - you are a star! 
 
THANK YOU 
To Jenny Buchanan who has generously donated a copy of her first book to our library. It is called 'Ana's Magic 
X-ray'. 
Jenny's plan is to write a series with a medical and/or mindset theme.   
The goal is to prepare children and build knowledge, confidence, and resilience for any situation (not just 
medical). 
 'Ana's Magic X-ray' is a fiction book but with a real-life feel, showing children what happens and what to expect 
in a more relatable way. 
It has a mindset theme too, showing the power of positive self-talk in the magic spell/poem, as well using 
imagination and distraction. 
 
MAJOR PRODUCTION TICKETS 
Have you purchased your tickets to be able to come along and enjoy our 2024 Major Production? Every child at 
our kura has the opportunity to appear on the stage of the Regent Theatre on Thursday 26th September. This 
biennial event is an exciting opportunity to showcase the performing arts and gives the tamariki the chance to 
perform in front of a large audience. 
 
Thanks to Miss Maxene from Maximum Dance Zone 
who has been working with all kete preparing their 
dance for the production. 
 
Tickets are available NOW (See link below) - 
https://www.regent.co.nz/shows/celebrating-100-
years-hokowhitu-school 
 
(Reminder we are not selling tickets in the school office, they can ONLY be purchased through the Regent 
Theatre). If you are buying ONLINE, click on “Find Tickets” and then on the right is “FIND BEST AVAILABLE”. 
 
There is NO cost for Hokowhitu students who are performing on stage. 
 
PRICING - 
- Adult prices are $10.00 plus the Regent booking fee which is an extra $3.50 in-store, $2.50 online or $4.50 
over the phone.  
- Children 14 years and under are $5.00 plus the Regent booking fee.  
- Children under 3 years are free if they are on your lap. Please note if they require their own seat then the cost 
is $5.00 plus the Regent booking fee. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Lin Dixon 
 
 
 
 

https://www.regent.co.nz/shows/celebrating-100-years-hokowhitu-school
https://www.regent.co.nz/shows/celebrating-100-years-hokowhitu-school


 

SPORTS  

 

Thank you to all of you who have registered your 
child in a term 3 or term 4 sport.  
This is now in the admin phase so please be patient 
while we collate teams/coaches/managers/uniforms and registrations with clubs. 
 
If your child is no longer playing a sport for this year, please return their sports uniform as soon 
as possible, there may be a full replacement charge for any uniforms not returned. Thank you 
for your understanding in this. 
 
Netball - Hokowhitu Shooters 
The Hokowhitu Shooters had an amazing first game! They had great space awareness and put everything they 
learnt from training into the game. We are so proud of how our team played and were even commended on 
our netball smarts warmup. Go Shooters!!! 
 
Badminton 
Well done to the 9 Badminton teams that are playing each week. A reminder that you have 2 games left, with 
your last game being held on Tuesday the 24th of September.  
 
Coaches/Managers - If you would like details in the newsletter, please email them to Jen Bates - 
office@hokowhitu.school.nz. 
 

 
 These sports are now closed until Term 1, 2025 

(Please note Rugby and Winter Soccer are CLUB sports, these ARE NOT offered at Hokowhitu School). 

 
 

Term 1  Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Netball -  
Years 1 - 4 

Basketball -  
Years 3 - 6 

Netball - Years 4, 5 & 6 
  

Summer soccer - Years 0 - 6  

Summer Hockey - 
Years 1 - 6 

Winter hockey -  
Years 1 - 6 

Futsal - Years 3 - 6  Summer hockey - Years 0 - 6  

  
T-Ball - Years 0 - 2  Touch Rugby - Years 0 - 6  

   
Volleyball - Years 4, 5 & 6   

Badminton -  
Years 5 & 6 

 
Badminton - Years 4, 5 & 6 Badminton -  

No longer available  

These sports are 
available in term one 
and they close for 
registration in week 
2 of term 1.  

These sports are 
available in term two 
and three and they 
close for registration 
in week 9 of term 1. 

These sports are available in 
terms three and/or four and 
registration closes in term 3. 

These sports are available in 
term four and they close for 
registration in term 3. 

mailto:office@hokowhitu.school.nz


 
 
 
Achievement Awards 

 
Te Kete Wakahuia                                                            
Alyssa - For sharing her knowledge about the different ways to make 5.  
Adrit - For talking about his learning and sharing his ideas.  
Tiesha - For always striving to do her best with all her learning.  
Amelia - For being more attentive on the mat and following instructions. 
Everly - For working so hard on your reading and writing. Tino pai.  
Harrison W - For the fantastic progress you are making with your writing. Kā rawe.  
Freya - For listening well to others and asking relevant questions. Kā pai.  
William - For putting great effort into your reading. Kā pai. 
 
Te Kete Pounamu 
Jaxxon - For identifying and adding NZ money. Ka pai!  
Jude - For knowing your number bonds to 10/20/100.  
Nitnem - For confidently joining in class discussions.  
Ange - Welcome back to TKP. You have smoothly returned to the kete and classroom routines.  
Zoe - For learning the Production dance with confidence. 
 
Te Kete Manawa  
Eliza - For including great dialogue when constructing her literacy starter sentences.  
James - For being more focused in literacy starter and showing better self-management skills.  
Tyson - For showing increased confidence to share his mahi as ‘interrogator’ at a literacy workshop.  
Harley - For showing an improved effort while finishing his follow up mahi in literacy.  
Te Kekerewai - For being on task in maths starter and following instructions well.  
Tilley - For making good choices about who she plays with and being confident to make changes.  
Avyaan - For being an awesome ‘artful artist’ at a literacy workshop.  
Joy - For asking great questions as an ‘interrogator’ at a literacy workshop.  
Junoo - For working well with a buddy to sort bird traits in science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Achievement Awards 

 
Te Kete Aronui 
Rohan - For fantastic work with graphs in maths this week.  
Johanna - For fantastic work with graphs in maths this week.  
Dwayne - For being a great role model to younger students.  
Charlotte - For a fantastic effort with your speech.  
Jade - You are working so hard on our TKA dance, you know it so well!  
Mellany - You are a stand out performer in our dance for production!  
Senura - You have been working really hard in our dance practices. Well done.  
Oscar - For a great effort in your art work this week.  
Maggie - You have worked hard in maths, showing your understanding of different graphs. 
 
Te Kete Tangaroa 
Makayla - For excellent persuasive writing.  
Ollie B - For going back and rereading the text to answer questions.  
Flynn- For outstanding ball skills in PE.  
Maisey - For excellent writing about the kererū.  
Molly D - For making a great campaign poster for the Tui.  
Willa - For being able to explain the difference between complimentary and complementary.  
Ronav - For showing manawanui in maths - aiming for expert level.  
Harrison - For showing perseverance with difficult math problems.  
Samuel - For doing an awesome job with the whole school recycling. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Community Notices 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



THE EGG PROJECT…. 
 
We’re gearing up to pack the freshest, happiest eggs this side of the 
henhouse, and we don’t want you to miss out. Our Free Range and 
Certified Organic Free-Range eggs come from the happiest hens 
you’ll ever meet (unless you’ve got your own chooks!). 
 
      Why should you scramble to order before the cut-off? 

1. Unbeatable Freshness: These eggs are so fresh, they 
practically come with a cluck of approval. 

2. Fundraising Fun: For every dozen you buy, we give $1.00 back 
to your school. That's a win-win for everyone! 

3. Support Local: You’re backing a small local business that’s 
cracking out its best to make a difference in our community. 

 
 
Don’t egg-nore this opportunity - get your dozen(s) now and enjoy the freshest eggs you 
can get without building a coop in your backyard. 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


